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Ironfest: ‘Celebrating the Past’ looks to the Future 

The Organizers of the annual Lithgow District Ironfest, now into its’ 9th year, have adopted an ambitious 2020 vision for their event; namely to model Ironfest on the internationally acclaimed Canadian arts company ‘Cirque de Soleil’.

Festival Founding Director, Macgregor Ross: ‘It’s a simple but ambitious vision. Of course our shows would be very different, we are a very distinct and uniquely Australian event, but we aim to operate on the same scale. It would mean numerous events each year; some even overseas,’ he said.
A Tourism New South Wales Flagship Event, with major sponsors Emirates, Lithgow City Council and Delta Energy, Ironfest is an arts festival with a metal edge. The Festival enthrals visitors with its intense spectacle and large scale re-enactments, including the Australasian World Jousting Tournament and a colonial battle re-enactment entitled ‘The Battle of Lithgow’ featuring cannons and cavalry; there are blacksmith demonstrations and competitions, bike and auto displays, street theatre and three stages with live music.
Macgregor Ross: ‘We have built up a bit of momentum over the last five years; we had the biggest crowd ever last year, despite horrible weather; we have Tourism NSW funding for marketing for the next three years, a great on-going relationship with Lithgow Council, Delta Electricity, and the Emirates; and we hope to partner up with the new Federal government to realise the dream of establishing a ‘Cirque de Soleil’ scale industry in the Central West.’
Ironfest 2008 is expected to attract over 10,000 visitors and contribute well over a million dollars to the local regional economy over the Anzac long weekend.

When: 
Long Weekend of April 25, 26 & 27, 2008

Time: 
Friday 25th 10am – 4pm; Saturday 26th 10.00am – 5.00pm and Sunday 27TH 10.00am – 4.00pm.

Where: 
Lithgow Showground 

Tickets: 
Information & purchases on-line @ www.ironfest.com.au
Program 

Information: www.ironfest.com.au
Visitor

Information: The Lithgow Visitor Centre on 1300 760 276

Media note: For further information, images or to interview Festival Director, Mr Macgregor Ross please contact Kate Bromley, Indigo Ink Public Relations (02) 9489 9783.

