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                PRESS RELEASE

Ironfest Celebrates 200 years of the 

Downing of the Rum Rebellion
Accompanied by Governor Lachlan Macquarie, the 73rd Regiment of Foot ended the 2 year old military dictatorship that resulted when officers of the NSW Corp arrested Governor William Bligh in 1808.

The 1st Battalion of the 73rd Regiment arrived in Sydney on the 28th December 1809, but did not disembark till the 1st January 1810, once their arrival had been negotiated between Macquarie and the commanding officers of the NSW Corps; those same officers who had led the now infamous ‘Rum Rebellion’.

The arrival of the 73rd put paid to a turbulent period in Australia’s history; the only time that a military up-rising was successful on the Australian continent. 

Ironfest Festival Organizer, Macgregor Ross: “The 73rd Regiment gave Governor Macquarie the muscle he needed to deal with a fledgling and at times anarchic colony. Macquarie was able to get a lot of things done because of them. The establishment of the outer western townships of Richmond, Windsor, Castlereagh, Pitt Town and Wilberforce; the road from Sydney to Parramatta, as well as across the Blue Mountains; and a very large program of public works; can all be attributed to Macquarie, with the backing of the 73rd”.

A large contingent of living history enthusiasts; members of the 73rd Regiment of Foot re-enactment group, will travel to Lithgow this April, to take part in the annual ‘Battle of Lithgow’ (a mythical battle re-enactment between French & British forces said to have secretly taken place in the Lithgow Valley in 1814). 
73rd Regiment of Foot Officer Commanding Mark Koens; “The regiment have been attending Ironfest since 2004 and welcome the opportunity to celebrate this commemorative year in April at this major event. The regiment recreated has been around for almost 15 years now with current membership totalling 60 all told, with ages from 4 to 76. We pride ourselves on being a family group. The 73rd have been working towards this bicentennial year commissioning new colours, tentage, uniforms and camp furniture. Ironfest will be the first opportunity to demonstrate our most recent collections.”
The Battle of Lithgow is expected to involve close to 200 re-enactors this year; all in fully authentic 19th century military kit. There will be two encampments; one French and one British; with a field kitchen, hospital, blacksmith’s workshop, soldiers mess, company streets and an officers mess. There will be cannons blasting, muskets firing & cavalry charging; it’s a fantastic event, the biggest of its kind in the Southern hemisphere. The Regiments, camp followers and children are completely dedicated to replicating the era and spend huge amounts of time researching and getting their uniforms and equipment up to a very high standard.

There will be two battles, one each day, Sat & Sun of the Ironfest weekend of April 24 & 25.
Ironfest, a Tourism NSW Flagship Event, is supported by the Emirates, Delta Electricity and Lithgow Council, as well as a host of smaller local supporters.

Other events to be taking place as part of Ironfest will include the 4th International St George’s Day Jousting Tournament, a blacksmithing conference involving competitions & demonstrations, featuring international demonstrators; a 3 stage musical program featuring local regional original song writers, the Ironfest Bike Show & Competition, the inaugural Ironfest Belly Dance Soiree, the inaugural Ballroom Art Exhibition, educational displays, historical displays, and lots more.

Tickets to Ironfest are now available on-line at www.ironfest.com.au.


This Press Release issued 22nd March 2010 by Macgregor Ross,


on behalf of the Ironfest Inc Committee, a registered not for profit association.


For interviews or more information


Contact: Ph 02 63 531 638 Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ironfest@lisp.com.au" �ironfest@lisp.com.au�


P.O. Box 461, Lithgow NSW 2790











