[image: image1.jpg]IRONFEST



                PRESS RELEASE

5th Battle of Lithgow for Ironfest 2010

The Ironfest Committee is pleased to announce the 5th annual ‘Battle of Lithgow’ to take place at Ironfest in 2010. 

Two members of the Ironfest Organizing Committee, Boris Hunt & Macgregor Ross, travelled down to Camden last weekend to meet with members of the Australian Napoleonic Association (ANA) and discuss details for 2010.

Macgregor Ross: “The ANA guys were really pleased with this year’s event. So it was only a matter of discussing how next year’s event can be better. Finding more space was the big issue. The Battle just keeps growing, and we’re expecting even more participants in 2010.”
The ANA draws on members from all around Australia and is affiliated with clubs from around the world. It is expected that over 150 participants will be involved with the ‘Battle of Lithgow’ in 2010.

Mark Koens, the ANA club secretary: “‘The Battle of Lithgow’ is the biggest annual event of its kind in Australia, possibly the Southern Hemisphere, and there is a growing awareness of the event internationally. We are already talking to a number of overseas based re-enactors who want to come over and participate.”
The 73rd Regiment of Foot, the first Napoleonic era club to be involved in Ironfest will be celebrating the Regiment’s bicentennial arrival at the Colony of NSW in 2010.

A possible parade down the Main Street of Lithgow, over the Ironfest long-weekend has been touted.

Recognized by Tourism NSW, as an event of state significance, Ironfest attracts people from all over Australia, and increasingly, the world, contributing over $1.5 million to the Lithgow/ Blue Mountains/ Central West Regions. 

As well as by Tourism NSW, Ironfest is supported by Delta Electricity, Lithgow City Council, & the Emirates, plus a host of smaller supporters.
Any individual or community group interested in being involved in Ironfest in 2010 should contact Mac by email: ironfest@lisp.com.au or by phone on 63 531 638.
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