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                PRESS RELEASE

4th International Jousting Event for the Central West 

The crown jewel event of the annual Lithgow District Ironfest, the St George’s Day International Jousting Tournament, with a top class field of international competitors will go ahead on the Anzac long weekend of April 24, 25 & 26.

International riders confirmed so far, include Jeremy Oneail and Tobias Capwell, representing the USA, and Arne Koets, representing the Nederlands.
They will be challenging local riders including the Lithgow local champion, Rod Walker, Justin Holland from Newcastle, Luke Binks from Brisbane , Phillip Leitch from Tasmania, and Phillip Oliver, Andrew McKinnon and Fiona Hudson, all from Sydney. 
This is the biggest field of competitors to participate in the St George’s Day International Jousting Tournament, and is a testament to the growing popularity of this ancient ‘original sport of kings’.
Festival organizer, Macgregor Ross: “This is one of the most dramatic and colourful sporting events held anywhere in the world. If you can imagine; the thunder of the horse’s hooves, the crash as the riders meet, iron on iron; full impact. And with all the banners, and flags and medieval music, the atmosphere is fantastic. You can’t imagine what it is really like without being there.” 
Jousting has its origins going back over 700 years and has involved kings, queens and noblemen and women, throughout the ages. The modern sport now has a large world wide audience. 

Organized by local Lithgow husband & wife team, Rod & Michelle Walker from Yetholme (near Lithgow), competitors/riders are expected to come from Europe, the UK as well as the USA. 

Tournament organizer, Michelle Walker: “We’ve been involved in Jousting for the past 15 years, competing in tournaments all around the world. This year’s Ironfest tournament promises to be very special. There’ll be fierce competition between the riders, that’s a certainty; to see who’ll be the ‘Ironfest Tournament Champion’.”
Ironfest, a Tourism NSW Flagship Event, is supported by the Emirates, Delta Electricity and Lithgow Council, as well as a host of smaller local supporters.

Other events to be taking place as part of Ironfest will include a large-scale Napoleonic era battle re-enactment, called the ‘Battle of Lithgow’, a blacksmithing conference involving competitions & demonstrations, featuring international demonstrators; a 3 stage musical program featuring local regional original song writers, the Ironfest Bike Show & Competition, the inaugural Ironfest Belly Dance Soiree, art exhibitions, historical displays, and lots more.
Tickets to Ironfest are now available on-line at www.ironfest.com.au .
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