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Ironfest Sponsors Local Medieval Living History Resurgence 
Arctic winds and snow drifting down between the trees formed the backdrop to a recent gathering of around 20 medieval living history in the Sunny Corner State Forest. Three groups, Einherjar from Bathurst, the Hammers of Thegn, from Katoomba and Iron Guard, from Lithgow, came together primarily as a social occasion, but there was also some serious business to be conducted, particularly the signing of a treaty of ‘mutual defence’.

Mainnearach, from the Iron Guard: “Peter Vella and a few of us guys had a bit of a chat and thought it would be a good idea if we formed an alliance between all the local groups. It means when we go to big events like Ironfest we’ll fight together as a unit against some of the other bigger groups.”

As well as the treaty signing (affirmed by drinking from a ceremonial horn cup) there were a number of activities taking place in the forest including a medieval single combat tournament (where foot soldiers compete in combat within a 2m X 2m square), an axe throwing competition, Archery & a medieval banquet.
Macgregor Ross, Ironfest Organizer: “Medieval Living History is a very popular part of the Ironfest entertainment program. We are keen to do whatever we can to see it grow in the local region. I want to see the Iron Guard become the official Ironfest medieval foot soldiers.”
But the medieval Living History movement is more than just about combat & war, it is about recreating all aspects of life dating back a thousand years and more.

Mitch Luke is a member of Iron Guard: “It’s something the whole family can get involved in; my wife Emma & son Odin, both love being involved. It’s about food and friendship, as well as history. Living the life-style gives you a great insight into what our forefathers had to put up with.” 
Ironfest takes place at the end of April each year, but there are other regular historical Living History events that take place at other times all over the State. 

Anyone interested in getting involved in the medieval Living History movement, should contact Mac, from Ironfest at: ironfest@lisp.com.au or by phone on 63 531 638 to be put in touch with a group in your area.
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